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Overview of presentation

1. Introduction on ESRA

2. Experience with traffic enforcement
3. Attitudes towards traffic enforcement

4. Recommendations
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ESRA Methodology

»  Online survey using an internet access panel

»  ESRA 1 (2015): 17 European countries
» 1000+ road users per country
» representative sample for national adult population
(18+) among which 600+ frequent car users

»  ESRA 1bis (2016): 6 additional countries (including 4 non-European ones)
» ESRA 2: planned in Spring 2018

»  Common questionnaire

» 25 language-country versions
» 33 questions (223 variables)
» time to complete = 21 min

»  Calculation of weighted European
average
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Topics covered & 5o oy M il e

»  Attitudes towards unsafe traffic behaviour (64)

> Behaviour of other road users (18)
> Feeling of unsafety as a road user (28)
* Involvement in road crashes (15)

* Reported police checks and perceived likelihood of getting caught

for traffic offences (11)
> Self-declared (unsafe) behaviour in traffic (31)
> Support for road safety policy measures (23)
> Use of different modes of transportation (20)

*  Other items (e.g. socio-demographic information) (13)

# of variables per topic indicated between brackets
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Experience with traffic
enforcement



Experience with traffic enforcement

Over the last 12 months:

« 28% of road users surveyed were stopped
for a check by road police (of which

12% more than once),

« 15% were fined for a road traffic violation

(of which 4% more than once),

« 3% were convicted in court (of which

1% more than once).
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Variations by country

In the past 12 months, how many times have you at least once

UK
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been stopped by the
police for a check
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had to pay a fine

for traffic violation
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convicted at court
for a traffic
violation
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Traffic offences that were fined most frequently

Was it a fine for ... (Yes)

other reason - 17%

not wearing a seat belt - 7%
talking on a hand-held mobile phone . 6%

driving under the influence of alcohol I 3%

transporting children without securing I 30
them correctly 0

driving under the influence of illegal I 30

drugs
no response - 12%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
% agreement
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Subjective risk of being checked

On a typical journey, kow likely is it that you (as a driver)
will be checked by the police for ... (Very small chance)

respecting
the speed
limits

38%

seatbelt

(o)
wearing 58%

alcohol 60%

drugs 71%

==

0% 20% 40% 60% e
% of agreement
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Subjective risk of being checked

On typical journey, how likely is it that you will
be checked by the police .. (very small

On typical journey, how likely is it that you

chance) will be checked by the police ... (very small
p. N 3% chance)
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Opinions about traffic enforcement

What do you think about current traffic rules and penalties in
your country for each of the following themes .... (Yes)

Drugs 68%

10%

80%
Alcohol 64%
12%

m The traffic rules should be

Seat belts 54%

249, m The traffic rules are not being
checked sufficiently

_ 47% The penalties are too severe
Speeding 46%

33%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
% of agreement
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“Rules are not being checked anfficienth/”

I 49%
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“Penalties are too severe”
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Road users’ opinions about additional preventive
countermeasures

Do you support each of the following measures ... (Yes)

Zero tolerance for alcohol for novice drivers _ 80%
Driver who have been caught drunk driving on more... _ 76%
Penalty points that results in the revocation of the licence 0%
Obligation for pedestrians and cyclists to wear high-..._ 62%
Zero tolerance for alcohol for all drivers _ 60%
Law requiring all cyclists to wear a helmet _ 599,
Ban of using headphones (or earbuds) by pedestrians... e
Ban on alcohol sales in petrol stations along the..._ 56%
Obligatory winter tyres for cars, trucks & buses _ 550,
Zero tolerance for using any type of mobile phone while... %
Allowing cyclists to run red lights when permitted 3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
% of agreement
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Recommendations

1. Support more research on understanding how road user behaviour, in
particular of road users with very risky behaviour, could be more
substantially influenced by enforcement activities.

2. Define enforcement related indicators and set targets, such as the
number of people controlled, the subjective perception of enforcement
and the reduction of risky behaviour resulting from enforcement and
penalties.

3. Develop models and mechanisms for cost-benefits assessments for
assessing traffic law enforcement by the police.
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For more information:

| l
ESRA Thematic report N° 6 on

E S f Road fety Attitud
Enforcement & Support for road uropean Survey of Road users’ safety Attitudes

safety policy measures wWW\.esraonetey

Wouter Van den Berghe
Email: wouter.vandenberghe@bivv.be

E-mail author thematic report:
ilona.buttler@its.waw.pl
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